
Indian Marriage Ceremony Western-Style Wedding

Bride and groom try to outdo each other on both 
colour and decoration.

Bride tries to reinvent white. Groom may (by 
some definitions) be described as  the more 
colourful one, but only if you count black or grey 
as a colour. 

Bride and groom have separate processionals. 
The bride’s is accompanied by a whole contingent 
of close family. The groom’s is accompanied by 
loud drums and fanfare and possibly also 
livestock, and, basically, everyone.

The bride walks down the aisle to sedate music, 
accompanied by (on average) one to three 
attendants plus her Dad. The groom contrives to 
appear at the altar as if by magic.

Declarations of “I do!” are accompanied by 
whoops, claps and cheers.

Declarations of “I do” are accompanied by brief 
smiles and the odd cough.

Food and drink is continually served to all guests 
by discreet wait staff.

Food will be served at the appointed time and not 
beforehand. (Sipping from your own bottle of 
water is acceptable if done unobtrusively.)

Children come and go between the congregation 
and the nearby play area, which has swings and 
slippery slides.

Children are either frowned upon if they don’t sit 
still and quietly and/or bribed to disrupt the 
proceedings by brides who prefer shorter 
ceremonies than their mother-in-laws. 

Guests come to the stage to throw flowers at the 
bride and groom.

Why did it take us so long to think of flowers?

Bride and groom hang around on stage for hours 
at a time, accepting toasts and partaking in 
various rituals. Then they have lunch. Then there 
are more rituals.

Bride and groom leave as soon as possible, 
probably to go somewhere more cheerful. 

Lizards can be found in nearby gardens, and they 
will crawl onto your clothing and stay there.

No lizards.


